THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING WAS HELD BY THE VIRTUAL MEETING ZOOM
PLATFORM AND IN PERSON ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2026, AT 6 PM, IN THE
CONFERENCE ROOM AT 711 BIRKBECK STREET, FREELAND, PA. PRESENT WERE

MR. KAVITSKI, MR. FISHER, MR. THOMAS, MR. TIERNEY, MR. KUKLIS, ATTORNEY
MALASKA, BRENDEN MILLER OF HRG, CHRIS FERDIK OF HRG (via Zoom), THE TECHNICAL
MANAGER AND THE SECRETARY.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG AND MOMENT OF SILENCE
A moment of silence for Mr. Kavitski’s sister-in-law who passed away last week.

CITIZENS PARTICIPATION
Matthew Krone and Michael G., who were present via Zoom, did not participate in the meeting.

APPROVE MINUTES

Mr. Kuklis made the motion to approve the Executive Meeting Minutes dated February 5, 2026, and
Mr. Fisher second. Vote 5-0.

Mr. Fisher made the motion to approve the Executive Meeting Minutes dated February 17, 2026, and
Mr. Thomas second. Vote 5-0.

Mr. Tiermney made the motion to approve Regular Meeting Minutes dated February 18, 2026, and

Mr. Kuklis second. Vote 5-0.

Mr. Kuklis made the motion to approve Executive Meeting Minutes dated February 18, 2026, and
Mr. Thomas second. Vote 5-0.

APPROVE FEBRUARY PAID INVOICES
Mr. Thomas made a motion to approve February paid invoices for the Water Division totaling $242,885.61,
and the Sewer Division invoices totaling $178,563.40, and Mr. Kuklis second. Vote 5-0. (Ref. 2729-A).

CURRENT INVOICES

Mr. Thomas made a motion to approve payment of the current Water Division invoices totaling
$128,745.82, the Sewer Division invoices totaling $98,820.52, and the Sandy Run invoices totaling
$255.63, and Mr. Kuklis second. Vote 5-0. (Reference 2729-B).

Mr. Kuklis inquired about the remaining work for Well 12, and Ryan Smith stated the VFD panel has not
been received, and Sentry Security work needs to be completed yet. Ryan Smith explained that the VFD
and RTU panels are still being built off site and are not at Well 12 currently.

FINANCIAL STATUS
The Secretary reviewed the Financial Status as outlined in Reference 2729-C.

ENGINEERING REPORT

Mr. Brenden Miller of HRG, Inc., presented the Engineering Report. (Reference 2729-D).

Sewer Area

-SIUA and IPP Items — Chris Ferdik of HRG (via Zoom) discussed this area of the report. The Authority
met with EPA today, and discussed the Citterio IPP Inspection, EPA Pretreatment Compliance Inspection
(PCI), to be completed by Region 3/contractors on April 2, 2026. HRG will assist FMA by electronically
uploading all PCI files requested by EPA contractor (ERG) in advance.

Citterio generally continues the path towards IPP compliance. HRG reviewed the 02/18/2026, document
provided by Citterio Counsel. Citterio provided COA revisions on 03/11/2026, did not provide enough time
to review prior to the Zoom Meeting for 3/13/2026 and FMA canceled the meeting. HRG and Attorney
Pompo will review the document on 03/25/2026, for further review. Citterio has requested an increase in
flow capacity, and this will be discussed separately from the COA. The Penalty Payment is still being
discussed. FMA & HRG are still awaiting Rettew’s Alternative 2C Selection which was to be included with
the COA. Citterio Permit Status remains administratively extended to 10/30/2026, the current Permit
cannot be extended beyond 10/30/2028, they would need to apply for a new permit six months prior to
expiration. The Sanitizer Alternative Trial is continuing with Citterio Operations, and they have dropped
below their current Ammonia limit in January of 2026. No new updates for the SPCC in January of 2026.
EPA and ERG are looking to review the current COA draft. NOV #26-003 will be issued for BOD, TDS
and Flow exceedances. Citterio will be notified on 03/30/2026, for the PCL
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IPP Report was finished by HRG and given to Ryan Smith for review and certification, which will also be
needed for the Chapter 94 Report.

IPP Headworks Analysis Sampling Plan and the Local Limits Re-Evaluation no significant work at this
time until closer to the expected NPDES Permit finalization date.

HRG received an updated TDS data set from FMA on 02/19/2026, which Kirby Health Center confirmed.
Mr. Fisher inquired about the underground pipe mapping from Citterio and Chris Ferdik stated it was not
received yet, but it will take them a little longer to collect all the information.

-Sludge Dewatering Project — Final Payment Request submitted to PENNVEST and met with DEP last
week for the final inspection and walkthrough. There is a holdback of monies until DEP okays the project,
which they did. PENNVEST will disburse the remaining funds once both PA DEP and PENNVEST have
signed off on completion of the project and all documentation needed for the PENNVEST loan.

HRG has received the submittals for the platform extension, and HRG is waiting to hear from Kappe on
fabrication and installation schedule.

-NPDES Permit Renewal — Nothing significant since the last report, FMA has started the final 10-week
retake of the Free Cyanide Samples, which need to be completed to meet DEP’s specified TQL. The Final
NPDES Permit will not be officially issued until early to mid-Summer 2026.

Mr. Kavitski stated this will need to be advertised in the Pennsylvania Bulletin again.

-ACT 537 Special Study — HRG is waiting for the PAWC Agreement to be finalized.

Water Area

-Oak Street Water Storage Tank — Job conference on March 5, discussed at the meeting was the
Cathodic Protection and the Tank Filling Plan. Linde sent the submittal for the Cathodic Protection to
HRG along with the Fill Plan and Brenden will circulate both items to the Board for review. Updated
schedule was included in the Engineer’s Report tonight. Cathodic Protection will be installed as soon as the
weather breaks by Caldwell. No AFPs for the project this month. The ladder gate and cage which we have
been discussing, Linde is trying to find the PA Steel Procurement requirements and certifications. The
Board, with HRG’s recommendation, could give Ryan Smith approval with a not-to-exceed purchase price
of $4,000 for a cage and gate assembly with the actual price will likely be less and will be much less
expensive than Linde procuring a fabricated ladder assembly. The sample faucet FMA will purchase.

Mr. Kuklis inquired about the 4 to 6 weeks for ordering the Cathodic Protection or are the parts already to
go. Brenden Miller stated the submittal was just received so the parts are not ordered yet and the electrical
panel which is part of the Cathodic Protection is the only item that has a 4-to-6-week time frame.

Mr. Kavitski discussed the Ladder Assembly looking very hard to unlock and set down.

Mr. Kuklis inquired about gate access on the road and Ryan Smith stated there was nothing in the
stipulations from Planning, so we decided not to go with a gate. There is a fence around the tank area.
Recommendation is to place No Trespassing Signs on the Road going up to the Tank.

HRG will look at paving the road when the project is done and will look at the before and after pictures for
the determination of the area. Atty Senape and his daughter have been inquiring about the paving.

-SRBC Consumptive Use Mitigation Project (Digital Twin) — A training meeting has been scheduled for
April 1%, with the Authority. HRG will show how the Water Sight Software could be used to benefit the
Authority.

HRG is working on an informational video on WaterSight software, one of their marketing people has
inquired if the Authority would like to be in the video with more information that will be provided later and
no decision needs to be made today. :

-Sandy Run Corrosion Control Study — DEP is still reviewing.

-Iron and Manganese Treatment — Grant application submitted in November 2025, and it will be a while
before decision on the grant awards and awaiting the PFAS information.

-ARPA Grant Administration — No update.

-CFA Small Water & Sewer Grant — The grant for the Water Pigging Project was awarded to the
Authority, which is only a partial of the total grant application. HRG and FMA will need to meet to see
exactly what can be done for the amount awarded which was $245,851.00. HRG had a meeting with APS,
COSTARS Vendor, need to discuss the targeted areas, there is a 3-year time frame for completion of the
work and need to decide on Ice Pigging vs Traditional Pigging.

-CFA Small Water & Sewer Grant — A grant application was prepared and submitted for the Fe/Mn Well
Project in November of 2025. HRG will report to the Board when a decision is made by CFA on the
application.

-SRBC Grant Application — The application for the meter procurement was submitted in January 2026,
and awards are anticipated to be announced in May or June 2026.



Mr. Fisher inquired about the inspection at the Wastewater Treatment Plant and if it went well and Brenden
Miller stated it did. There has been no approval email from PA DEP yet.

Mr. Kavitski stated Brenden, when you speak with Linde, the Authority will buy the threadless faucet, but
Linde needs to install a ball valve on the line in case the Authority needs to install or change out the faucet
later. Brenden Miller stated you can purchase from BlueBook.

Ryan Smith stated he saw seeping of water in the Oak Street Tank Building and Mr. Kavitski inquired if it
had been sealed yet. Ryan Smith said he had not seen any seal of the building currently. Mr. Kavitski stated
with the cold weather they have not completed it yet. Brenden Miller stated he would follow up with Linde
regarding this matter, and he has the picture that Ryan Smith sent him.

SEWER DIVISION

200 Oak Street Sewer Issue — Ryan Smith stated the customer called about a sewer blockage. They had a
plumber onsite and the lateral is Orangeburg pipe, which roots have intruded through their lateral. The
plumber had cleared the roots, and it still was not draining. The plumber continued to snake the lateral and
it went beyond the main and there was a root wad in the main. The plumber managed to put a hole in the
wad and the customer’s lateral than drained. The guys were sent to the area, Ryan Smith was not on site,
and found roots in the main, they jetted the area and managed to open the main more but the main needs
more work. The customer wants credit on their bill for opening the Main line. (Ref. 2731-A).

Mr. Tiemey stated the Authority should be responsible for the main but as far as their yard and the other
items they should be responsible for it.

Mr. Kavitski stated the blockage is on them, the blockage in the main is on us.

Mr. Kuklis inquired about the camera of the line. What did the guys see — cracks or anything else.

Mr. Thomas stated the Authority discussed replacing this main before.

Ryan Smith stated the main pipe in the area is terracotta pipe and needs to be replaced. We need to order
more pipe, and I need to ask the operators how much needs to be replaced. Maple Street to Highland Street
is the area. He will obtain pricing on the pipe.

The Board discussed a credit which homeowner requested.

Mr. Kavitski stated Matt Krone had a very good suggestion from last month’s meeting. Ryan Smith was
instructed to put together a Checklist for the Homeowners for what they should be doing during Freezing
Weather like insulating, protecting the meter, heating the basement, heat tape, and running the water. Put it
together and the Board will look it over and then the Authority will send it to the customers who freeze.
The Authority needs to do the same thing with the plumbers. The plumbers need to be informed what they
are responsible for and what they are not responsible for, like going into the Authority main, turning off
curb stops, and putting that list together and issue to all the plumbers in the area. Another list of items that
are required for a licensed plumber for Freeland and what do we want to see in the list.

Mr. Kuklis stated they should be licensed and permitted to work in Freeland Borough because a few of the
plumbers may not be licensed or permitted. Mr. Thomas stated Code Department should be checking on

* the plumbers not the Authority.

Mr. Kavitski stated what we want to do is notify the customers because we cannot fine the plumber, but we
can fine the Homeowner for something the plumber does wrong. If we educate the homeowner, regarding a
licensed and certified plumber, who can work in the Borough, not allowing them to touch the curb stops or
do any work in the main line then the Authority is covered. '

Atty Malaska stated the more you educate the homeowners now, they need to know the procedure to
follow, the Authority will not be blamed later.

Mr. Kavitski stated it will be placed on the website when it is completed. An emergency situation is one
thing but repairs the plumbers cannot continue to operate things, they need to stop.

Ryan Smith stated the customer has asked for reimbursement in the letter but farther into the letter they ask
for credit for water usage to clear the main. Customer states they used 6,000 gallons of water and inquired
about a small claim procedure for cost reimbursement stating the cost was due to the blockage in the main.
Mr. Kuklis inquired if there was a blockage in their lateral or in the main or both.

Mr. Kavitski stated there was a blockage was their lateral and in the main.

Mr. Kuklis stated it was not completely in the Authority main.

Atty Malaska inquired if the plumber could just go and dig in the Authority’s main.

Mr. Kavitski stated no they are not supposed to do this, and they are assuming the liability of what they did.
The plumbers need to be informed.
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Mr. Kavitski inquired the customer states the plumber worked two hours than the Authority can pay for his
two hours of work. '

Mr. Kuklis stated the Authority will need a bill from the plumber.

Decision is tabled until next month’s meeting until the Authority receives additional information.

WATER DIVISION

Ladder Gate — Oak Street Tank Project with a not to exceed amount of $4,000.00, Mr. Thomas made the
motion for approval and Mr. Tierney second. Vote 5-0. (Reference 2732-A).

Mr. Kavitski informed the Board that Ryan Smith is gathering his information regarding the homeowners
which froze, there are additional details and the street investigations need to be completed.

MANAGER REPORT

Ryan Smith presented the Technical Manager report. (Reference 2732-B).

LB completed the piping at Well 12, the Authority painted the piping today.

Discussion regarding 1170 Schwabe Street and water drainage from property behind their home. Customer
had water runoff tested which contained E. coli, Mr. Kavitski explained the E. coli could have come from
anywhere or from an animal leaving feces. The homeowner has an open complaint with DEP who will be
investigating the matter further.

AWWA Water Audit Report is complete, and Mr. Kavitski inquired about the percentage of unaccounted
water, which Ryan Smith explained the valve and Well 12 failures, made the unaccounted water at 25%.

Discussion regarding backup power at the Well 10 Analyzer building due to the heater tripped which was
reset but the pipes were starting to freeze up and frost inside the building. Three options install a plug for a
portable generator, eliminate the meter base and run a power line back to the Well House and feed from the
Main Panel there or abandon the Analyzer building and move the entry point back to the Treatment
Building with a new 1-inch line which would be better for the eye wash station there and entry point
samples. Mr. Kavitski inquired about the line and who owns the property through there.

Mr. Thomas stated the Legion sold the property to Mr. Mike Stower and there are easements in the deed.
Mr. Kuklis stated he thinks the line is very deep in that property, maybe approximately 15 feet or more.
Mr. Kavitski stated relocation of the line will require a permit from DEP. First, Ryan, you need to do your
calculations, have HRG look it over and then see what DEP has to say. He also inquired about what
Wireworx thought. Ryan Smith stated Wireworx said the cost of the line from the Well House to Analyzer
Building, which would be backed up by the generator, approximate cost is $2,500.00 for the line.

Mr. Kavitski stated to gather all the numbers together and we will look at it.

Well 6 quotes are incomplete, and Mr. Kavitski had a suggestion to clean the tubes at the Reservoir
Building to see what they look like since Well 6 is not running currently

High TDS reported on the quarterly sample on 02/18/2026, and Oil Spill on March 16" PA DEP was
notified and the Authority could not locate where it came from.

Mr. Kavitski inquired if Chapter 94 was sent from PAWC, and Ryan Smith was not sure if it was sent to
Brittany. Atty Malaska inquired if PAWC was given a deadline for them to send Chapter 94 to the
Authority and place it in writing via email giving them a deadline.

Discussion on decanting the digesters which Schwing stated the solids should be greater than .8%, and
Mr. Kavitski stated it should be around 1%. The sludge age in the digestors needs to increase to help
combat odors generated by dewatering young sludge. Complaints from staff regarding the odor of their
clothes from family members. Mr. Kavitski stated the Authority does have a shower, washer and dryer for
the staff to use. Ryan Smith discussed improvements we can make to decant more efficiently.

Ryan Smith discussed the quotes for the Blower VFD Replacement. Mr. Kavitski stated the budget is tight
and we need to watch the spending. Ryan Smith wanted to replace only one VFD at this time, which would
be around $9,000 for a WEG VFD. He explained to the Board with five VFDs there, they used to rotate
every day and now there are only three. Mr. Kavitski stated you would only need all five VFDs if we used
all three tanks at WWTP, which we do not, and the WEG is the cheaper VFD.
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Discussion on used forklifts because the length of the skid steer with forks on makes it difficult to
maneuver in the area. It will be used for chemicals and other things. Lead Operator suggested renting a
machine first to see if it will work as needed. Ryan Smith said it will be used minimally and after speaking
with reps they informed me to look for something 2015 or newer with 6,000 to 8,000 hours or under. He
would like to talk to Butch Balas for more information on forklifts.

Mr. Thomas inquired about Nate Eachus regarding the PFAS Settlement. Ryan Smith stated he spoke to
another person regarding the PFAS who needed additional information on the Water System.
Mr. Kavitski stated Todd Eachus called but they cannot seem to connect with one another yet.

ENGINEERING INVOICES

Mr. Tierney made the motion to approve HRG Invoice #204837 $1,002.50; Invoice #204838 $4,218.00;
Invoice #205485 $5,333.08; Invoice #205486 $10,286.00 and Mr. Thomas second. Vote 5-0.

(Ref. 2733-A).

ATTORNEY REPORT

Atty Malaska stated he has been working on items regarding Citterio.

He also worked with Carlene regarding a personnel issue which has now been resolved.

He has drafted a letter to Atty Baranko regarding the 965 Chestnut Street frozen pipe issue, so it is ready
when the Board wants to respond. :

Atty Malaska wants to schedule a date for PAWC Meeting during April 6,7,8, or 10.

OPEN/OTHER ACTIONS
Rainfall for the month was 5.57”.

Mr. Kavitski made the motion to approve both Michele Connors and Carlene Troell to have the ability to
sign and file municipal liens for the Authority and Mr. Tierney second. Vote 5-0.

Discontinuation of Zoom Meetings for the Public after May 20, 2026, Mr. Tierney made the motion and
Mr. Fisher second. Vote 5-0.

Atty Malaska stated to place notices on doors at the Authority and place them on the Website tomorrow.
Mr. Kuklis stated to place the wording on the next billing cycle.

2026 Donation to the Freeland Recreation Board, the Authority normally donates $100.00 for the year Mr.
Tierney made the motion for $100 and Mr. Fisher second. Vote 5- 0 (Reference 2733-B).

F & L Doors (4) Remote Controllers $180.00 — The Borough asked for additional remotes for the door,
Mr. Thomas made the motion to approve and Mr. Tierney second. Vote 5-0. (Reference 2733-C).

Freeland Borough -Snow Removal — Authority helped the Borough remove snow on Centre Street.

Mr. Kavitski explained the Borough was to pay their rate and the Authority would make up the difference.
Since then, the Borough stated they helped the Authority on Chestnut Street all Summer, so they asked for
the snow removal invoice to be null and void. Mr. Thomas inquired what the amount of the invoice was,
and Carlene Troell said $1,427.89. The Board inquired if the Authority would need their help this Summer
and Ryan Smith stated we probably would ask for some help. Mr. Kavitski made the motion to null and
void the invoice and Mr. Tierney second. Vote 5-0.

Mr. Kuklis inquired about the Delinquent List and one customer, Citterio, Carlene Troell explained it is
approximately two months behind. Atty Malaska inquired if a Disconnection Notice was sent and Carlene
Troell stated not yet. Office Staff have been in touch with their staff and went over all invoices several
times. Atty Malaska stated treat Citterio as any other rate payer and send a Disconnection Notice to them.
Mr. Kavitski asked Ryan Smith to check the water meter and see if there is separate fire line, and if there
are two separate lines, water will be disconnected if not paid after notice provided.

Mr. Kuklis inquired about the Shut off at Curb and the list should be checked to make sure they are all off,
They should be checked to be sure they are off and if they are turned on then Theft of Service Charge
should be applied.

Mr. Kavitski stated if a plumber turns the water on for a customer, the customer will receive the Theft of
Service Charge, and they can go to the plumber and collect the fee from him.
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Ryan Smith informed the Board ; .
thz;m o fimes, oard the Authority does have special lock‘ boxes for the curb stops and we use

Mr. Tierney made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Mr. Thomas second. Vote 5-0

These minutes are certified to be true and correct to the best of my knowledgem

ol D Carlons.

Paul Thomas, Secretary Carlene Troell, Non-Member Secretary




